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Mee. Me( \RRAN, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
— 2 the following 


- —— 


REPORT 


[To ace 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 961) for the rehef of Zbigniew Jan Dunikowski. Karolina 
Dunikowski, Wanda Octovia Dunikowski, and Janina Grospera 


Dunikowski, having considered the same, reports favorably thereon 
without amendment and recommends that the bill do pass 


PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to grant the status of permanent residence 
in the United States to Zbigniew Jan Dunikowski, Karolina Duni- 
kowski, Wanda Octavia Dunikowski, and Janina Grospera 
Dunikowski. The bill provides for appropriate quota deductions and 
for the payment of the required visa fees and head taxes. 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiaries of the bill are husband and wife and two children. 
Mr. and Mrs. Dunikowski were born in Poland on May 17, 1889, 
and August 24, 1899, respectively. The children were born in Monte 
Carlo, Monaco, March 26, 1928, and San Remo, Italy, June 26, 1935, 
respectively. They last arrived in the United States as visitors on 
September 16, 1946, from the Philippine Islands. They were all 
active in giving aid and comfort to American prisoners held by the 
Japanese in the Philippines during the war. 
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A letter dated October 27, 1950, to the chairman of the Committee 
on the Judiciary of the House of Representatives from the Deputy 
Attorney General with reference to H. R. 7633, which was a bill 
introduced in the Eighty-first Congress for the relief of the same aliens, 
reads as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 
OFFICE OF THE Deputy ATTORNEY GENERAL, 
Washinaton, October Si. 1950 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House 0} Re prese ntatives, Washingto ane 


My Dear Mr. CuHatrMan: This is in response to your request for the views of 
the Department of Justice concerning the bill (H. R. 7633) for the relief of Zbig- 
niew Jan Dunikowski, Karolina Dunikowski, Wanda Octavia Dunikowski, and 
Janina Grospera Dunikowski. 

The bill would provide that Zbigniew Jan Dunikowski, his wife, Karolina 
Dunikowski, and their daughters, Wanda Octavia Dunikowski and Janina 
Grospera Dunikowski, who entered the United States on transient visas, shall be 
considered to have been lawfully admitted to the United States. It would also 
direct the Secretary of State to instruct the quota-control officer to deduct four 
numbers from the appropriate immigration quota. 

The files of the Immigration and Naturalization Service of this Department 
disclose that Mr. and Mrs. Dunikowski were born in Lembert, Poland, on May 
17, 1889, and August 24, 1899, respectively. Their children Wanda Octavia 
Dunikowski and Janina Grospera Dunikowski were born in Monte Carlo, Monaco, 
March 26, 1928, and San Remo, Italy, June 26, 1935, respectively. The aliens, 
who claim to be stateless, last arrived in the United States at the port of San 
Francisco, Calif., on September 16, 1946. The father and younger daughter, 
Janina, were admitted as transients under section 3 (3) of the Immigration Act 
of 1924 for a period of 60 days destined to London, England. The mother and 
older daughter, Wanda, were admitted as temporary visitors under section 3 (2) 
of the Immigration Act of 1924, for a period of 1 year. Mr. Dunikowski and 
his daughter, Janina, were granted extensions of their transient admission until 
March 17, 1947. Their applications for further extensions of their temporary 
stay were denied. It appears that all the aliens applied for adjustment of their 
status under the Displaced Persons Act of 1948 but their applications were 
denied as they had not proved inability to return to the Philippine Islands, the 
country of their last residence, as a result of persecution because of race, religion, 
or political opinion 

It appears that Mr. and Mrs. Dunikowski departed from Poland in September 
1926 and resided in Italy until 1928. They then moved to the Principality of 
Monaco, where they resided until 19338. They returned to Italy in 1933 and 
remained in that country until 1989, when they moved to the Philippine Islands 
where they were admitted for permanent residence and where they resided until 
their departure for the United States in 1946. It appears that all members of the 
family were active in giving aid and comfort to American prisoners held by the 
Japanese in the Philippines, doing so with great danger. to their lives. Property 
interests owned by Mr. Dunikowski in the Philippines valued at more than 
$100,000 were destroyed as a result of the bombing raids which occurred during 
the Japanese occupation. The aliens are living in New York City and are re 
ceiving funds from relatives outside of the United States. Mr. Dunikowski has 
been unable to take employment in this country because of the terms of his ad- 
mission. Wanda Dunikowski who received permanent injuries to her left leg as a 
result of a bombing reid is presently employed by Helena Rubenstein, Inc., of 
New York City and earns $30 a week. Janina Dunikowski is presently attending 
St. Stanislaus School in New York City. 

The aliens claim that they cannot return to the Philippine Islands because thev 
had a reentry permit valid for only | vear, their original visas to proceed to England 
having expired, They further testified that they did not believe that they could 
proceed to Poland because of their failure to declare themselves Polish citizens 
during and after World War II. It has been determined that the beneficiaries of 
the instant bill are not eligible for relief under section 4 of the Displaced Persons 
Act of 1948, and it does not appear that they can qualify under Public Law 555, 
amending the afore-mentioned act. 

The quota for Poland, to which Mr. and Mrs. Dunikowski and their two 
daughters are chargeable is oversubscribed and immigration visas are not readily 
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obtainable, ‘| ne record presents no facts, | owever, wl ich would ju fy orTanting 
} mn exemptions from the requirements Of the Immigration laws Che enactment 
F special legislation in their behalf would undoubtedly encourage others in whos« 
cases immigration visas are not readily obtainable to seek « ption fro the 





general immigration laws. 


\ccordinely, t he Depart ent of Ju rice 18 ul ible t recommme ena met ol 


Yours sincerely, 
Pry ron Forp 


Deputy Attorne y Gene 


Congressman Charles A. Buckley, the author of the bill, appeared 
before a subcommittee of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives and made the following statement in support of 


the bill: 


The bill before your subcommittee, H. R. 961, is a reintroduction of a bil 
which I sponsored in the last Congress, namely, H. R. 7875 which expired wi 
that Congress. 

The bill provides that Mr. and Mrs. Dunikowski and their daughters, Wanda, 
who is here today, and Janina, who entered this country on transient visas in 1946, 
be considered to have been lawfully admitted to the United States. 

Deportation proceedings were commenced on January 23 of this vear. 

The case first came to my attention through an article which appeared in the 
New York Daily Mirror on March 2, 1950, which described their plight. After 
investigating the case and examining originals and photostats of letters and 
affidavits attesting to the assistance which the Dunikowskis gave to Americans 
during the Japanese occupation of the Philippines, I was convinced that they 
would make fine American citizens. 

1 believe you have in vour file a photostat of a letter to Mr. Dunikowski fro 
Maj. Gen. George F. Moore, commandin of the Philippines, date 
November 15, 1947, forwarding letters of appreciation which the general hag 


he general personally desired to express his appreciation 














l 
1 
j 
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received, and stating that t 

for the splendid services rendered by the Dunikowskis. I have photostats of otl 
similar testimonials which I shall be glad to offer for your consideration. I don 
think you will need them, however, because you will note that the Department of 
Justice report which is in vour file states specifically, and I quote: 

“e appears that all members of the family were active in giving aid and comfort 
to American prisoners held by the Japanese in the Philippines, doing so with great 
danger to their lives.’ 

The report further states 


= 

















Property interests owned by Mr. Dunikowski in the Philippines valued at more 
than $100,000 were destroved as a result of the bombing raids which o irred 
luring the Japanese occupation.” 

In one of those bombing raids, which ironically enough was conducted by our 
Wanda, who is sitting next to me here, received a@ number of sever 
sustained permanent injury to her leg: and her older sister, Luska, wa 

Department of Jus port p st the D skis t 
P il PPLTION & i \ iil rhe id 1 pe a 4 f 
i Cl live 
he Dunikowski » Pola Id re i hit by 
equall indesirabl } | Mir WAS ¢ ( 
ill some dav again be, a pr ( g etallurgis 
ight well be glad te ve rt I | ever 
1 his family, becaus [ L0Ta etu m nism, 
the fate suffered by Mr. Dunikovw S the Red 
f Pol d leported mine 4 and di centratio 

camp 
All that these people ask after the vears in which tl 1 1 thei 
own lives to supply food and money to imprisoned Americans and to the starving 
people of Baguio in the Philippines, is an opportunity to apply for American 
citizenship and to resume a normal way of life heir sinceritv, and their affectior 
for this country is demonstrated by what Wanda, here, said when she was told 


6 
that I had introduced the predecessor to this bill at the last session of the Congress, 
“T wouldn’t trade our future now for all of Fort Knox.” 


I respectfullv ask that the committee give 
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The files of the Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Repre- 
sentatives also contain the following information in connection with 
the case: 

New York Stare Lasor Reiations Boarp, 

New York, November 24, 1950. 
te H. R. 7875, Eighty-first Congress, second session, Representative Buckley. 
Hon. Francis E. WaAttTer, 

Subcommittee No. 1, Immsgration and Naturalization, Committee on the 
Judiciary, House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear ReprReESsENTATIVE WALTER: The above bill was introduced on 
March 27, 1950, by Representative Buckley for the relief of Zbigniew Jan Duni- 
kowski and certain members of his family who are seeking to become citizens of 
the United States. The bill was thereafter referred to your subcommittee. 

The bill was a successor bill to H. R. 7633 introduced by the late Representative 
Lesinski and has been awaiting a report to your committee by the Department of 
Justice. I am informed that a report, dated October 27, 1950, has now been filed 
on H. R. 7633. 

I was informed today by the local office of the Immigration Service that de- 
portation proceedings are about to be commenced. TI am told that as a matter 
of policy deportation orders are not executed while a bill, such as the above, is 
pending. Although Representative Buckley has assured me that he will re- 
introduce H. R. 7875 next January should that be necessary, the time element 
becomes more pressing daily. 

I appreciate that you undoubtedly have a host of similar matters engaging your 
attention and that of your subcommittee and would, therefore, ordinarily be 
somewhat hesitant about writing this letter to you. At the same time, I feel 
that the very special merit of the case justifies my requesting that the bill be 
taken up as soon as it can be without prejudicing other meritorious bills. 

The Dunikowski story isa tragic one. ‘They were living in the Philippines when 
the Japs took over. They ran Red Cross canteens at their own expense for 
American prisoners and supplied clothing, food, and medicine to them and to 
civilian internees. The American bombing of Baguio killed their oldest daughter, 
severely crippled another, and destroyed their home and their laboratory. Their 
full story, and there is a lot more to it, is completely documented. The enclosed 
photostat of a letter from Major General Moore expressing appreciation of their 
work is just a sample. 

I might add that I am acting without fee in this matter. I am in it at the 
request of a friend who has been trying to help the Dunikowskis and because after 
thoroughly investigating their story and talking with them repeatedly, I feel that 
on the one hand it is nonsense to turn an expert mining engineer over to the 
Russians and that on the other hand these people will make good Americans 

Anything that you could do to expedite matters will be truly appreciated, and 
meanwhile word from you will be exceedingly helpful in connection with the de- 
portation proceeding. 

Thank you for your interest and cooperation 

Sincerely vours, 
WiLuiaAM FE. Grapy. 


Unirep Stares Army, 
PHILIPPINES-RyukyuUs COMMAND, 
APO 707, November 15, 1947. 
Mr. GEORGE DE DUNIKOWSKI, 
Care of Mr. Fella, Happy Glen, Baguio, Philippines. 

DEAR Mr. pE Duntkowsk!: Letters received from former allied internees in 
the Philippines, have informed me of the outstanding services you rendered to 
internees and to the cause of the United States, the Philippine Commonwealth, 
and allies during the recent war. 

Since I believe you will appreciate having these letters, I have had copies made 
and am enc'osing them for you. 

I personally desire to express my appreciation for the splendid services you 
have rendered. 

Sincerely, 
Gro. F. Moore, 
Major General, United States Army, Commanding. 
Three enclosures: 
(1) Copy of letter from Mrs. Clara D. Bergamini. 
(2) Copy of letter from Miss Edna Miller. 
3) Copy of letter from Father Erwin M. Lerberg. 
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[From the New York Mirror, March 30, 1950 
ConGrReEss Stupies Piea To Let WanpA REMAIN 
(By Edwin Wilcox) 


One month ago pretty Wanda Dunikowski and her family, faced with deporta- 
tion to Communist Poland, wouldn’t have given a plugged zloty for their future. 
After 3% years of living here on borrowed time and borrowed {money as “‘stateless 
persons,’ they were told America didn’t want them. 

It seemed bitter reciprocation for the war years when they risked heir liv 
to help American internees in the Philippines, odd payment for Wanda’s maimed 
left leg—shattered by an American bomb which destroyed their home in Baguio 

On March 2 the Mirror told the story of Wanda and her family. The story 
described Wanda’s hope to walk again without a cane—something only further 
surgery here could bring about. And it told of her desperate fear that her Polish- 
born parents would be sent back to a country quite different from the one they 
left in 1926. 

A flood of sympathetic letters poured in from readers. A few came from 
people who had known them when—when they were risking their lives to smuggle 
food and clothing to allied internees in Jap prison camps in the Philippines. 

There was the letter from Edna E. Miller, a Washington schoolteacher who 
was in the islands in 1941 when the war came. 


FOILED JAPS 


“They risked their lives to send food in to me and other Americans they did 
not even know personally. They helped keep me and many others alive. I am 
not rich—just a teacher—but I could give a small bond to guarantee them as 
good citizens.”’ 

And there were many more, from friends of friends helped by the Dunikowskis. 
One note urged unlimited aid to “these worthy people to whom we Americans 
owe a great debt of gratitude.” 

The Mirror contacted Representative John J. Rooney of Brooklyn, who led 
last summer’s successful fight to end the exile of Mrs. Guistina Lomoriello, 
mother of nine who lost her citizenship through voting in the Italian elections 
t years ago. Would he help? Could something be done? 

Rooney referred the letter to Representative Charles A. Buckley of the Bronx, 
since the Dunikowskis are living at 150 West One Hundred and Seventy-ninth 
Street, in his district. Touched by their plight, Buckley introduced a special 
bill in Congress—H. R. 7875—to allow the family to remain in the United States, 
to work and to apply for citizenship. On Monday the House Judiciary Sub- 
committee began examining the Immigration Department file on the family. 
There is a possibility that within 2 months the bill will pass both Houses. 

Wanda’s engineer father, Zbigniew, and her mother, Karolina, were overcome 
with happiness at the news. Janina, 14, laughed through her tears and began 
phoning high-school friends to tell them the happy news. 

Asked what she thought about their future now, 22-year-old Wanda, whose 
eloquent letter to the Mirror wrought the miracle, beamed, ‘I wouldn’t trade 
our future now for all of the gold in Fort Knox.’’ 





The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the ease, is of 
the opinion that the bill, H. R. 961, should be enacted. 


O 





